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AVI NG; in my ARTIE to 5 ths icdhflabion to 
the Hecuba of Euripides given ſome account 
of the Greek drama, the chorus; &c. I ſhall here, 
for the benefit of the mere Englith reader, only 
a make a few general obſervations, as a key to the 
piece before us, without charging the text with 
any” further annotations. 3 


It has Pen prived by many writers, antient 
and modern, if not to demonſtration, to the high- 
eſt moral certainty, that the chief parts of human 
literature had their derivation from the facred 
oracles; that the choiceſt contemplations of Gen- 
tile philoſophy were derived, originally, if not 
immediately, from the ſacred ſcriptures and Jewiſh 


church: and, in ſpite of the wild imagination of : 


the poets, we {till perceive in their writing ſome 
glimmering of truth, which they could not conceal | 
under all their fictions. Thus, Ovid, in his ac- 
count of the formation of the world, makes man 
the laſt of the creation, as in See and ry 

"A- alle 


$4 till Hercules havin raiſed, banks to it, 


w \ 


THE INTRODUCTION. 


elſe is Prometheus who tempers the earth, and 
Minerva who animates the workmanſhip, but 


God, who formed man, and breathed into bis nofri Is 


' the breath N 471 


But further, with regard t to e 10 ſome 


philologiſts reduce him to Noab (Voſſ. de Idol. 1. 


. 8.) Others to Mageg, the grandſon of Noah; 
in that, he is ſtiled the fon ir Japetus, as Magog 
was the ſon of Faphet ; and that the poſterity of 
| Magog was placed about Caucaſus, where Prome- 
theus is feigned to lie; and to have invented the 


uſe of fire, in forging iron, &c. becauſe there are 


7 ſubterranecus res in thoſe places (Bochart 
Ph I. 1. C. 2; Stillin; oflect Orig. ſacr. I. mi. c. 


5 9. Kc.) And, 1 774 that the f ion of his Art 


devoured, by an eagle turns upon the name d 


Mage which ſignifies. a man devoured by cha- 


grin. But, according to Herodotus, this prince 


not being able to avoid the overflowing of à river, 


called The Eagle, withdrew. himſelf to Caucaſus, 
permitted: 
him to cultivate the country, and to follow his 
kan 1h in the ſtudy | of aſtronomy, &c. For the 
reſt of this ſtory, I refer the reader to the Abbe. 
Banier's Explanation of Qvid's Met. l. i. From 
whence it is neceſſary likewiſe to obſerve, that 
the plant called Ferula, in Greek Narthix, was a 
i kick of fennel, with ſtalks. five or ſix feet high; 

the rind of Which plant is very hard, and is fled 
with a fort of pith, which the fire conſumes very. 


ſlowly. The ſeamen, ſays Monſ. de 7 ournefort, | 


uſe it to carry fire Tora, one Jug to Anaher, . 


„ # G 


In 


ud # 


Tur INTRODUCTION. 


Tn the firſt ſcene are introduced; with great de- 
corum, two perſons, called in Greet Cratos and 
Bia, Strength and Power, repreſenting the mi- 


niſters of Jove (or the Almighty) as executing his 
omnipotent juſtice on the children of wrath and 


diſobedience; as is alſo Vulcan, the rod of fire; who, 
notwithſtanding he had juſt reaſon of complaint 
againſt the ſuppoſed criminal, for having ſtole his 


art, yet as a kmdred-god he ſympathizes with him, 4 


. ſubmits to che Will of the Supreme. e 


The chorus condfis bf ſea-nymphs, this 5 1 


ters of Oceanus, who, according to their tender ſex, 
have compaſſion on the fufferer, and endeavour to 1 


n n ü his Fan 1 


3 3 father; 18 next b ines üben; wa 


1 fympathizes with Prometheus; gives him 


advice, and offers to intercede for him with Ju- 


piter: Prometheus will not permit this (as being a 


tfruitleſs and hazardous attempt) but treats him 


with great complaiſunce; and indeed the whole 


dialogue between them, however complimental, is 
OOF e ſolemn, and hm 


With regard to 25 we! 18 introduced! in Act IV. 


it is remarked, that, as the Greeks embelliſhed 
their, hiſtory with: the principal events of Egypt, 
this fable of 1: originally came from thence. 
Greece received it when Iriachus went to ſettle 


there.” Hence ſeveral” writers, upon Homer's au- 


thority, make Ja, of Ts, the daughter of Inachus, 


on firſt * of Argos. They a moreover. that 
„„ "Tm" 
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THE. INTRODUCTION. 


* upiter took her away by force, and carried ther _ 


to the iſle of Crete; that he had by her a ſon 


named Epaphus, who went to reign in Egypt, &c. | 
It is added, that Niobe, who had alſo the Name 


of Juno, having conceived a jealouſy of that in- 


* 


trigue, put J under the cuſtody of her uncle Al- 


got, à moſt, vigilant perſon land. thetefore ſaid 


; to have had a hundred eyes); that Jupiter ordered 


bis confident: to kill him; and that his miſtreſs 
having embarked in a veſſel, for Egypt, which 
carried the figure of a cow at its head, the ſtory 
of her transformation took its riſe from thence: 


las Abbe Baneer but Gabritius thinks it might 


be borrowed from her wandering in the woods, 


and other remote places like a ſtraggling cow; be 


that as it will, the propriety of her being intro- 955 


duced here ſcems to be, that in her wandering, 
ſhe meets with a fellow-ſufferer, under the op 


preſſion of the ſame tyrant; that they condole 5 
with, and comfort each other; and Jo is at leugth 


aſſured by Prometheus, that ſhe ſhall overcome all 


| her troubles; and bring forth a ſon, from whom 


ſhould ſpring. a, godlike, hero, called Hercules, who 
| ſhould deliver 2m likewiſe from his diſtreſs. And 


here I muſt obſerve, that, as Æſebylus wrote two 
other plays on this ſubject, now loſt, called Pro- 


metbeus the Firęſtealer, and Prometheus releaſed. 
* his, ſtill extant, being the intermediate one, we 


cannot ſo well judge of the whole buſineſs, .or 
What Hercules is ſuppoſed to be his deliverer : 4 


Phileftraſtus. tells us. (J. ii. c. 2.) it was not the 


5 Tbeban; whoſe hiſtory is charged with the adven- 


tures of all thoſe wo! had the: lame name; which, 
> . „ by 


* 


THE INTRODUCTION. 


by the way, was given to many ſuch great men 
as had rendered themſelves famous by- their ex- 
ploits. Others ſuppoſe, that he was releaſed . by 
Tupiter himſelf, as a recompenſe for having re- 

- vealed the oracle of the Deſlinies, that the 5 of 
Thetis ſhould be more powerful than his father: 
and indeed for both theſe en there are Ink 
 Heigng hints pen: in this e 


m AQ v. Mercwy endl, mY 4 being Des. 
wks | imperious in the delivery of his meſſage from 
Jupiter, he is not treated with that com plaifance 
with which Prometheus received Oceanus; but with 
the higheſt diſdain and contempt: whereupon fol- 
lows the cataſtrophe; and Prometbeus ſtill perſe- 
ering in his obſtinacy, the whole is cloſed with 
a moſt awful ſcene of lightning and thunder; for 
his deſtruction; which could not but have great 
effect upon the audience; and, by way of moral, 
convey the tremendous conſequence of ee 
to the will 19 5 the e 8 - 


| "Laſtly, as a convincing Le of has L before | 
aſſerted; in this piece many extraordinary paſſages * | 
will occur to the Chriſtian reader, if at all ac- _ 
quainted with the Scriptures ; ; relating to the de- 
ſtruction and renovation of mankind, the fall of 
© Lucifer and his angels; and the juſt grounds 
whereon the fathers founded the analogy referred 
t in the note on v. 2 33 8 . of the 1 y 
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tention to addreſs Jup 
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| FROM | "THE. GREEK. 
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TI/Y E N 88 bad zien o on nan 5 fire fol 
" from Jupiter: ; by the help of which they had invented. 


all Kinds of arts; 1 — 55 enraged at this. 3 5715 deli- 


wered him to bis miniſters, bers ſtiled Strength and Power, 


and commanded them, with Vulcan, to convey him to mount 
Caucaſus, and there bind him with iron chains. This being 


done, all the Sea-nymphs repair thither to give him comfort; 
and. after them, Oceanus, their father, who declares his in- 


iter with prayer, and entreat him to 
releafe Prometheus: hut Prometheus ſuffers him not, well 


knowing that his prayer would avail nathing with; the cruel 
mind of Jupiter. Oceanus bereupon leaving him, Io, be 


daughter of Inachus, is introduced in her wandering ſtate, 
and is informed: by bim, not only of what" Je had already 


ſuffered, but alſo of what ſbe ſtill Gould ſuffer, and that at 


length one of. ber poſterity ſhould releaſe bim, namely Her- 


3 tbe, ſon of Jupiter; and that from the mere touch"of 
Jupiter /be ſbould bring forth a ſon called Epaphus. But 
Prometheus ſpeaking ſomewhat too freely of Jupiter, as if 
a ſon of his own begetting ſhould dethrone him, with other 
contumelious language, Mercury comes to him from Jupiter, 
and threatens him with deſtructive thunder unleſs he will 

explain himſelf ; which Prometheus refuſing to do, bei is a 
mol 0 with a TOE of lightning and — Af 


| — 


DRAMATIS PERSONA. 


Down and STRENGTH. Oer auus. 8 


Pa 151 x Maze N 1 


CH 0 RU 8 of Sza-Nyweas. 
The Scene, on Mount Caucasus in Scythia. 


 PROMETHEUS IN CHAINS. 


- Fd 4 5 1 2 , # 7 11 \ 8 5 
| 5 8 | C * | | J. | 
i | he , . 


* 10 
136 By 
Nin 


POWER, aq STRENGTH, VULCAN, f 
e ROME TH Eus. oy 1 


, 


Pows R. 


E 28 D! to the remoteſt boundary 

cythia's ff 5 deſert, we are come! —_—_ 

775 is yours, O Vulcan, now, with duteous care, „5 _.. 

To execute our father's dread command ; 8 . 

And, on this tow'ring craggy rock, to bind TH —_—_—_ 

This popular thief in adamantine chains. N . * 

Your glory, and the flower of every. art, 

Celeſtial fire, he ſtole, and gave to man. 

Such is the crime, and ſuch the puniſhment ;, 

That he may learn to reverence the throne. 

Of; Jove, nor court the vain applauſe of men. 
V. Ye miniſters of Jove, his Strength and Pow'r,. 

' Your taſk thus finiſh'd, nothing more remains. . 

For proof of your obedience : but let ne, "Ein 

Not quite ſo hardy, own, that with regret. 

Jam conſtrain'd to bind a kindred. god 

On this tempeſtuous cliff: yet, be it ſo; 

For Jove commands, and Jove muſt be obey d, 

Or dreadful i is. the conſequence,—— | 


Apoſtropbe to. ieee 


= thou true ſon of Themis (ever wiſe 
A And juſt in all her counſels) know, that I,. 


1478) 
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2 PROMETHEUS IN CHAINS, + 


5 Reluctant as thyſelf, muſt torture thee, 
In chains indiſſoluble; bound on this 


Inhoſpitable mount where neither voice 


Of man 1s heard, nor ſhape of mortal Nen; i 

And where, anſhelter'd rom the mid-day ſun, 

The colour of thy flow'ry bloom ſhall fade: 

Oft ſhalt thou wiſh for the ſoft cooling breeze 

Of particolour'd night, —dark ſoon, and cold ;— 

Again the ſun exhales the morning dews, | 

And blazes in full day :—thus every hour 

Shall ſtill afflict thee with a various pain: 

While not a comforter on earth is found. 

Such are the fruits of your regard for man. 

For, tho' yourſelf a god, yet without fear 

Of the Supreme, you have. youchſaf*d to man 
Unwarrantable gifts: for this condemn'd, 

You keep this hideous rock, by day and night, * 

Erect in poſture, ſleepleſs, and forlorn: _ 8 

While vain are all your tears, and ſighs, and groans: 
Inexorable is the-mind of Jove r 

Monarchs are apt at firſt to be ſevere. eee = 

P. Be that as*twill. Why do you till delay, 

And thus in vain commiſerate a wretch, 
Obnoxious to the gods; and, ſure, to hee, 
Whoſe honours he hath ſtoln, to bribe mankind? 

V. Sacred the names, of relative, and friend! 

P. Tho? dear and ſacred, fear you not much more 

To diſobey the will of che Supreme? 

V. How confident, and mercileſs art thou! 

F. And what relief could pity give ? —Beware, 1 

Left vain your labour, as your pity YA 6 
V. O, how deteſtable this manual art! 

P. Peteſt it not; your art is not the cauſe 

Th Of theſe his ſufferings ; tho ſevere, deſerv'd. 
V. Yetlet me with this taſk in other hands. 


Pi. All things have their appointment, ſave the will 
And rule of . for he alone is free. 5 


7 


J 3 


7. 1 


Pl 


PRO METHEU SIN CHAINS, 3 
F. I grant obedience due to the Supreme, _ 
P. Haſte then to bind this convict ; leſt delay 
Should be obſerv'd by his all-ſeeing eye. 201 
V. And fee you not, the hand- cuffs are prepar'd ? 
P. Take them (and when inclos'd his hands and arms) 
Let them be clinch'd, and hammer'd to this rock. 
F. Well:—tis perform'd; and not perform'd in vain, 
P. Strain him ſtill cloſer : let no part be looſe; 
So great his art, that he defies theſe chains; 
Nor doubts releaſe from deſperate diftreſs. - 
V. This arm, at leaſt, he never can unlooſe. 
P. Let this be bound as firm: that he may learn, 
How weak his ſubtlety compar'd with. Jove. 
JV. None but Prometheus can condemn my work. 
P. Fix the ſharp-biting ſteel athwart his breaſt.— 
V. Thy pain, alas! Prometheus, I bewail, —— 
P. Still dilatory, do you pity him, EE 
Whom Jove declares his enemy ? Beware : 
Leſt you ſhould want the pity, ſhewn to him. 
V. You ſee a ſight moſt horrid to behold. 
P. I ſee the guilty, ſuff' ring for his crimes.— 
But come, enrib him with thele maſſy bars. 
V. All ſhall be done; ceaſe you but your commands. 
P. No; I will ſtill command; ſtill urge thee on. 
Stoop down; and with ſtrong ſhackles load his legs. 
V. That work indeed requires no mighty pains. - 
P. Secure his feet with theſe rock- piercing gyves.— 
Severe is he, who overlooks your work. 
V. Thy cruel tongue ſuits well thy horrid form. 
P. Upbraid me not; nor this my turn of mind. 
Be thou as calm, and tender, as you pleaſe; 
I will enjoy the fierceneſs of my wrath. 5 
V. No more. — His limbs enſnar' d, we may 85 
. | „ 
P. Now, now inſult, and glory in the gift [To Prom. 
You ſtole for man; the beings of a day; 
From whom you can expect no recompence ; 
Since vain is all their help, to extricate 
B ih 


| Their 
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| 


Their: boaſted patron from theſe painful bonds.—- : 


Promethus! Falſe the name, tho giv'n above! 
So great your want of ſome. Promethean art 
To reſcue 900» from this your ſore Ae. | 


'PronzTREDS ell, = 


Thou cinæumambient air; ſwift · winged winds; ; 
Ye cryſtal ſprings, and rivers; and ye ſeas, '. 
Waving with vaſt expanſe; and O thou earth, 
Parent of all ; and thou: A 8 eye of day, _ 
All- ſeeing, all-enlivening ; O, behold, 

What I, a god, now ſuffer from the gods! 
Behold | T o-what indignities enchain'd, 

I, myriads of agecs,. here, Þ erde 

Muſt ſtruggle under torturing pains 1 

Such cruel bonds hath this new _ 1 
Of heav'n, inflicted in his n ff 

In heavy ſorrow muſt I mourn - 
Preſent, and future miſeries. 
Alas! alas! From what kind hend 
Can I ex i e e 
An end of 5 my troubles ? — 


be + (ik 


l . 


Zut why this vain complaint; ſince well I kon, " 


By accurate intuition, all events; 

Nor can calamity come unforeſeen 3 
And ſhall I not with patience bear my doom. 
Since irreſiſtible the pow'r of Fate? 
But ſuch my lot, I know not how to ſpeak, 
Nor yet be ſilent ; hen the only crime, 


That ſubjects me to this forlorn culoels, Wy 


Is liberality; in that I ſtole 
The maſter-ſpring of every Fg art, 


Ev'n ſacred fire, and in a hollow cane, e 


Convyey'd the precious benefit to man. 

For this my crime, thus am I recompens'd, 

Expos'd in chains to the inclement Wer 

But whence this ſudden ſound, | 
And this ſtrange-ſcented air? ' 


_ Flows 


PROMETHEUS IN CHAINS; ? 


Flows it from being human, or divine, 
Or from ſome . who deigns t to vilit 
This forlorn bounda | 8 Fon 
Perhaps to view, and 'pity r 
Whoe er thou art, behold a Werle god; . 
A god in chains; z abhorr'd by Jove, 

And all the court of heaven, for gifts . 
Vouchſaf d, in bounteous love, to man. — —- 
But, ah! L hear the ſound of wings 

That hiſſing ſweep the a: air, 
And ſtrike my foul . 
With accidental terror. 


END or THE FIRST ACT. 


} { 4 i 4 of 
- L 
A Ty” = * 


CHORUS, PROMETHEUS. 
S TROPHE I. 


| 'Cronvs, 


9 EAR not, Prometheus. Lo! a friendly band L 
| Sailing on eager wings, 
With ſwift contention, we are come. . 
From our reluctant ſire. 3 
The winds with their impetuous tide | 
Hurried us hither ; when we heard . 
The clatt'ring ſound of fetters, 3+; 
That ecchoed through the deep. Hf we 
Hence ruddy baſhfulneſs aſide, 
On winged chariots flying, 
Our ſandals we diſdain d. 
Prom. Offspring of Thetis er l 


And ever. fruitful, Who ſurrounds 17 7 gb, 


* 
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With everlaſting waves this earth ; % nt ee 
Ye daughters of Oceanus, | „ 
Behold, Fd ſee with what ſtrong chains 

Here pinion'd down, I am COLT 

Alas! to keep unenvied watch, 

By day and night, 

On this rock's craggy ſummit! r 


ANTISTROPHE E 


Cho. I ſee; Prometheus: tho' a horrid miſt 
Comes o'er my tearful eye; 
While I behold thee thus expos' d, 
In adamantine chains, 
To ſcorching blaſts, and wintry winds : bn 
While the new governors, that fit 
Enthron'd on high Olympus, 
Reign paramount ; and Jove, 
Whoſe ordinances ſeem unjuſt, 
Supreme with pow'r deſpotic, 
Annuls the antient laws. 
Prom. O that, within the central * 
Or in th abyſs of Tartarus, 
(The dreary manſions of the dead 
Where Pluto reigns) I were nd - 
In chains indiſſoluble; where 


Nor gods, nor others could inſult 
M y pains But now this wretched aght, | 
To o all expos d. 4 2 111 
Hath made my foes criumphant. 15 | 


'STROPHE. 11. 


Cho. What, ſo hard-hearted, od 
. Can take delight i in miſery; _ 
And would not rather ſympathize . 
„ With theſe misfortunes, Jove excepted; , 
Who, with perpetual wrath, | 8175 5 
And mind inflexible, 
Reigns o'er th inferior gods; 


Unknowing 


PROMETHEUS IN CHAINS. 


Unknowing to be calm; before 
He ſatiates his revengeful. ſpirit, . 
Or is dethron'd; if art or pow'r 
Can execute the bold attempt. 


Prom. Know then, however ſtrongly clinch'd, 


And firm, theſe contumelious gyves, 


This king of gods and men will want 


My counſel to ſecure his throne. 
When nor. the moſt perſuaſive arts 

Of flatt'ring words ſhall ſoften me, 

Nor the moſt ſtormy threats compel, ; 
The ſecret to diſcloſe ; before 
He hath releas'd me from theſe chains, 
And recompens d. 


This ignominious bondage. 


Cho. 


 ANTISTROPHE II. 
You ſcenFtoo confident, 


And bold :—this liberty of ſpeech, 

Ill ſuiting your ſevere diſtreſs, 

Wounds ev'n my ſoul with piercing terror; 
So dread | the event.— 

| Where driven by this ſtorm, 5 

Can you expect to find 

aceful haven? where find reſt, 

While thus the heart of Saturn's ſon.. 
Remains implacable, and all. 
Incomprehenſible his ways? 


A 


Prom. 


Severe I know him, — hut N 


In what ſeems juſtice to himſe 


But ſtill I hope, 


the time will come, 


When taught by . Ad imminent, 
He'll add to juſtice clemency; 
And courting amity, himſelf, 

Moſt — join my willing hand; 
His wrath appeas d. 

And rigid ne... | 


7 75 
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8 PROMETHEUS IN CHAINS. 


Cho. Be pleas d in ample manner to relate, 
For what great error Jove hath tortur' d thee, 
With ſuch ſevere and ignominious pains ;— 
Tell us, if *twill not add to the offence.— 

Prom, To ſpeak, or to be filent, either way 
Is painful to me; but uncommon grief 
Extorts this narrative at your requeſt. _ 

When firſt contention roſe among the gods, 
And ſtrange ſedition ſeiz'd the courts of heav'n 
Some were inclin'd old Saturn to dethrone, 


That Jove, his ſon might reign; and others, firm 
To Saturn, dar'd withſtand the riſing pow'r.. 


I gave good counſel to the fons of heav'n lil wet 


And earth, the mighty Titans; but in vain : 
For, in their haughty ſpirit, they diſdain'd 

All mild and moderate counſel ; and preſum'd, 
On their own brutal ſtrength, to take with caſe, 
And to themſelves ſecure, the throne of heay* n. 
But with kind caution Themis ( Terra U 

In nature one, in titles different) - 


Had oft forewarn'd me that the higher pow'rs, 


Muſt be ſubdu'd by art, not ſtrength and force. 
Endeavouring to inculcate this advice, 

Not one vouchſat*d me ev'n a gracious look. 

On this I thought it prudent to unite 
With honour'd Themis, on the ſide-of Jove; 
Whom too I gratified in this requeſt. 
Hence, by my counſel, Saturn was hurPd down, 
With his aſſociates, from his antient throne, 
Into the deep abyſs of Tartarus. 

And thus for honours, ev'n by me, eber 
With chains and wretchedneſs, this ryrant-king | 
Of heav'n, the obligation hath repaid. 

For the diſeaſe is common, among kings, 
More ſo, if tyrants, to diſtruſt their friends:” 
Now, to your" queſtion, briefly PII explain n 


T he ſole true cauſe of this my puniſhment, 


* 


f 


; | "When 


— 
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When Jove aſcended firſt his father's throne, 
He various gifts diſpens'd, with bounteous hand, 
His kingdom to eſtabliſn with the gods; 
Regarding not the ſtate of wretched man, 
Whom he determin'd to deſtroy, and raiſe, 
From univerſal ruin, a new race. 

When there was none who dar'd reſiſt his mill, 

I interceeded; and I ſav'd them, from 
This bold extinction in the realms beneath. 
Hence am I tortur'd with calamity; 

So terrible to ſee, much more to feel.. 

I could not but commiſerate frail man; 

Yet no commiſeration found myſelf; - 

But here, .in laſting fetters bound, nas ſtand, 
Inglorious ſight, the cruel ſcorn of Jove. 5 

Cho. Sure, of a ſteely heart, or made of rock, F 

Is he, who can behold thy miſeries, _ 
Prometheus, unconcern'd.— We neither wiſh'd . 
To ſee, nor ſeeing them, can now refrain 
To ſpeak our grief in ſympathizing tears. 
Prom. To friends indeed, I am a wretched ſight. — 
Cybo. But ſay, what more have you conferr'd on man? 
Prom. I have extirpated the fear of death. | 
_ Cho, And what the remedy for this diſeaſe ? 

Prom. Blind Hope, ſweet lenitive of pain and care. 

Cho. An univerſal benefit to man! 

Prom. Yet more; I taught the general uſe of fire. 

Cho. Enjoy they at their will ſubſtantial fire ? 

Prom. Yes; and from thence ſhall various arts ariſe. | 


= 


Cho. And this the crime, for which you are condemn'd 


By unrelenting Jove, to ſtruggle with 

Affliction ſo ſevere ? - But ſay, Prometheus, 
What end of this dire conflict you expect? 

Prom. No other end, than the mere will of Jove. 


Cho. His will? what hope of this? Have you noterr'd? - 


How, and wherein, would. be no pleaſant taſk, 
For us to utter, or for you to hear. e eee 


w#* 


No 


18 
71 


10 PROMETHEUS'IN CHAINS. 


No more then, but accept our good advice; 

And ſeek, :ſubmiſſive, to relieve your pains. 
Prom. Prone are the ever-happy to adviſe, . 

Exhort, and counſel others in diſtreſs. 

I know all this; and freely own, it was 

A voluntary error, to aſſiſt 


Frail man; for whom theſe ſufferings I endure * 


But neer imagin'd, that good-will deſerv'd 

A puniſhment ſo cruelly ſevere; - 

Thus to be macerated, bound in chains 

Upon this horrid ſolitary YOCK, — 

Yet bewail not, my friends, theſe preſent ills ; 
But, lighting on the ground, vouchſafe to hear 
My future lot, that ye may learn the whole. 
 Oblige oblige me; and with ſympathy 

Aſſiſt me in diſtreſs.— * The vagabond 

« Calamity oft flies from friend to iriend.” Y 
Cho. You ſpeak not to unwilling ears. 

_ Lightly, Prometheus, we deſcend, 

ny the ſpacious field of air, 

The unmoleſted path of birds; 

To. tread this craggy rock; n nen 

With eager mind, 

The whole of your misfortunes. 


SCENE Mo 


. _Otranvs, ProMeTHELs, Conve. 


Oc. * a length of way, I come, 
(On this ſwift-winged animal, 
Vnrein'd, obedient to my word; 3) 

To viſit thee in thy diſtreſs 
With ſympathizing heart. For, know, 
Prometheus, not the rights alone 
Of kindred, brought me hither ; but 
Th' acknowledged merits of a friend, 
Second to none in virtue. | 


This 


PROMETHEUS IN CHAINS; 11 


This from experience you ſhall learn, 75 
And that J ſcorn a flattering tongue.— 

For ſay, Prometheus, ſay, wherein 

I can exert my power, to give 

Thee aid: and than Oceanus 

You ſhall not find 

A friend more firm and conſtant. 

Prom. Ah! whence this favour ? ſure, Oceanus 
Comes not to ſee my torture, as a ſpy 
From Jove? that thus he ventures to forſake | 
His wonted care (the rule of all the floods) 
And NES ſtony caverns, for this land 
Of iron? No; he rather comes, I think, 
With kind condolement.— Lo, a friend of Jove, 
Who help'd to feat him on the ſtarry throne, 
For this good turn bow'd down with miſery !— 

Oc. I ſee, Prometheus; and preſume to give 
Advice; all- wiſe and Knowing as you are.— 
Kno then thyſelf; and form anew thy mind; 
Since a new governor now reigns in heav'n. 
To perſevere in harſh and ſtinging words, 


May provoke him, who hears thee from above, 


Supreme and irreſiſtible, to make 
Thy preſent ſufffrings but a ſport, compar'd 4. 
With thoſe that may enſue: therefore throw off 
The violent ſpirit you have long indulg d, 
And humbly ſeek diſmiſſion from theſe chains. 
Theſe words, perhaps, Prometheus, you may think 
The cautious dictates of old age; but, know, 
The tongue of haughty inſolence oft meets IN 
With like rewards :. and yet you perſevere, 
Not humbled by a load of nuſeries; 
As if deſirous Rl to add more weight. 
Accept me for your friend and counſellor; 
Nor kick againſt the pricks : for, abſolute, 
And jealous, is, the monarch that now. reigns. 
Hence will I go; and try, if my addreſs _ 
Can ug avail, to free you on theſe bonds.— — 
Cc Mean- 
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Meanwhile, I pray be ſilent, or at leaſt, $01 © Wha 
Reſtrain the bold invectives of your tongue: * 
For you are wile, and accurately know, 
« That a raſh tongue oft coſts the ſpeaker dear.” 
Prom. Let'me congratulate your' happinetsz' 
Who, tho? engag'd, in the ſame bold attempt 3 
To ſuccour man, have yet eſcap'd the wrath ng 
Of Jove.Ceaſe then your friendly care for me; N 
For to all pray'r he is inflexible: 
And poſſibly this vifit may provoke 
Reſentment.— Think, at leaſt, this caution juſt. 
Oc. Not from report of others, but from fact, 
I now perceive your wiſdom, more inclin eg 
To counſel others than inſtruct yourſelf. 8 
But from my purpoſe think not to dilluade | 
My ready mind: — I glory, and will glory, \ 
In full perſuaſion, Jore will hear my pray'r, 
And grant me your releaſe from theſe vile bonds. 
Prom. In part I praiſe thee, and will ever ran 
This your alacrity in my behalf; 
But cannot recommend the vain Abet, 
That only will fatigue the willing mind, ; 
And help me not ; ceaſe then and leave this wretch ; 3 
Who ne' er, becauſe afflicted, would involve 
Others in the ſame fate; much leſs his friend 
Oc. No; I muſt feel compaſſion, now, for tee, 
As for thy brother Atlas; who ſuſtains, © 
(Near to the weſtern ocean where he ſtands) 
On his broad ſhoulders an enormous weight; 
The maſly pillars both of heav'n and earth 
Nor leſs can 1 commiſerate the fate 
Of him, who dwell'd in the Cilician cave; 
That warlike hun&ced-headed monſter, Typhon, 
Who dar'd, himſelf an army, to rebel | 
Againſt the gods, and from his horrid Jaws 
| Breathing fell Aaughter, while his glaring eyes 
Flaſh'd lightning, threaten'd ew 'n the throne of Jove: 4 
TY} on him ruſꝰd the ever-watchful god, 


— 


And 


* 


PROMETHEUS IN CHAIN. 


| x3 
And with his thunders; wing'd with ſu! h'rous flame, 
Stop'd the career of "ky big-ſounding threats. 
For, ſmitten at the heart with flery. bolts. dg 
Broken is all his ſtrength ; and: heatlong, bara. 

He lies an uſeleſs and extenſive load, t ene 504 
Beneath the roots of Ætna's flaming 155 70 Sy dae by 5 
Where Vulcan with his Cyclops hammers out () 


The thunderbolts of Jove; / whence floods of ay 5 
Burſt out; and mix d with melted ore, and doe. 
Lay waſte the fruitful plains of Sicily, ß, Harn oa 47 | 
As oft as Typhon, in this burning ler 
Not quite conſum' d, but living ſtill to Pain, 
Venteth from his big paunch his fiery groans. 
Prom. Well—You arewiſe; and need no monitor.— 
Make your own ſafety your peculiar care: 
As for Prometheus, leave him to wear out 
His tedious ſufferings, till the wrath of Fore 
And vehement indignation ſhall ſubſide. 
Oc. Know you not this, Prometheus, that ſoft words 
Are moſt ſucceſsfully applied to wrath? ) 
Prom. If properly applied they may ſucceed ; 


But vain their force againſt a raging fit. 
Oc. But, ſuch my preſent purpoſe and deſign, 
Can there be danger in the kind attempt? | 
Prom. An idle labour; vain fimphenty” ? 
Oc. Let that charge fall on me; tis ſometimes gain, 
For a wiſe man his wiſdom to conceal. 
Prom. No; you miſtake : the blame will center here. 
Oc. If fo; 1 muſt deſiſt; and take my leave. 
Prom. Leſt your kind pity ſhould exaſperate—— 
Oc. Him, who now-reigns ſupremely abſolute? 
Prom. Yes, Jove; beware, that you provoke him noti— 
Oc. Your puniſhment ſhall tutor me herein. 
Prom. Fly, haſten; and retain this cautious mind. 
Oc. I go, Prometheus; words like thele | incite . 
My ready Wulf: and my four-foote bird, 
With his broad pinions fans the yielding air, 


Impatient to enjoy his place of reſt; I Exit. 
M of STROPHE, 
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2 * PROMETHEUS IN CHAINS, 


Bs STROPHE,' 


Cho. Pm Eee e 
Thy ſad. deſtructive fate; eee e ee mae 
Pour'd from the melting eren br, e e e e 
5 A plaintive ſtrem . 
N Of tears hath bath'd the chene check, | 
8 | Such mighty things againſt thee 
Are wrought by Jove's deſpotic pow 
Who makes the former gods to kn 
. His inſolent pre eminence. 125 


ANTISTROPHE 


The regions- all around 410 
Foo: forth aloud their gies 
Thy former noble . 
Bewailing, and Mile 
Thy brethrer's antient digi. I 
And all, who now inhabit 
The ſacred land of Aſia, = 
With ſympathizing tears condole 
„ lamentable LOOMS 0 


Virgins, who well in cache, 
Ever in fight intrepid; 
Scythia's ien people, Wo 
In the diſtant tract of land 
Around the vaſt Mceotic Ws, 3 
Arabia's warlike race; 
And mighty armies, who poſing, 
- Caucaſus, thy lofty ſummit, 
HBrandiſh their ſlaught'ring ſpears ; 4 
(All, all, Prometheus, mourn thy fate.) 


MONOSTROPHE. 


One only of celeſtial race a 
I've ſeen alike involv'd Se 


: by f x * 8 - 
1 41 FI 14 


* 


 PROMETHEUS IN CHAINS, 


In ever-during pain ;. 

Groaning beneath the weight immenſe | 
Of the celeſtial orbs. N 
The foaming waves reſound, 

Loud echoing through the deep; ; 
Ev*n. Pluto's dreary manſions, 
Beneath the earth, 1 
Send forth their hollow roar; 

And their compaſſionate murmurs 
The l en return. 


END OF. THE. SECOND ACT. 


PROMETHEVS.. 


HIN K me not ſilent, from diſdain, or pride: 
No; IJ am tortur'd in my mind; to _— 


Such baſe injurious treatment from the 


| Theſe upſtart gods, on whom I have caters. 
Such honours, as no other pow'r could give. 


Tou will excule recital; ſince I make 


This my addreſs to you, who know them well. 
III ſpeak of mortals ; wretched as they were, 
All rude, and ignorant, till inſpir'd by me, 


With wiſdom, and the rules of civil life. 
(Not to reflect upon them, but to ſhew.. 


The favours they receiv'd from my good will.) 
With eyes, and ears, they neither os, nor heard; . 


Like viſionary phantoms of the night, 


In wild;confuſion wandering here and there, 
They knew not yet, by ſtudious art, to build. 
Or Tas cottage, . or RIDA. houſe ; 
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But, 
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16 PROMETHEU'S IN ane 


But, ever buried like the ant, they rd | p 
In ſubterraneous caverns; fcarce fo wiſe :':- 40 
For they as yet knew not by certain Gs KY; 
The changetul ſeaſons of the circling year; 
When winter with his hoary froſt came on, 
Or flow'ry ſpring, or ſummer's ripening hear, 
Hence all their actions without reaſon, art, 1 
Or prudent forecaſt; till with knowledge deep, 1 

I pointed out the courſes of the 557-17 
Riſing, and ſetting ; and that wond'rous work, 
The planetary ſyſtem ; and to theſe 
I added many curious arts, ev'n that 
Moſt uſeful of all arts, arithmetic; _ 
Letters, that ſilent language of the ſoul; 

And the great uſe of memory, the eye's 

True regiſter, and ſtorehouſe of the mind, 
Hence call'd the mother of the muſes; theſe / 
Were all my favours : and from me they learn'd, 
To bind the yoke upon the ſtubborn necks | 
Of bulls, made ſerviceable unto. man, 
In the laborious tillage of the ground. | 

By my inſtructions the unruly horſe. HATS 
Now champs the bit, and draws. the golden car, | 
That ſuperb ornament of luxurx. 
Taught firft by me, the wand*ring mariner 
With ſwelling canvas plough'd the foamy „ 
Such arts I found for man; tho now, alas! 
J want ſome art to free me from theſe bonds. 

Cbo. Great and unworthy theſe your — 3 

While deſtirute of ſome prudential art, 
For your own eaſe and welfare, you ſeem like 

A bad phyſician, Who deſponds, and knows 

For his own malady no certain cure. * 

Prom. But you ſhall hear what will furprize you more: 

What other arts, what other policies, 

Mortals have learn'd from me; and this the chief; 


MWWjhen any labour'd with a fore diſeaſe, 


Ther khow: no —_— by * or diet, 
hy _ Undtion, 


- 
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Undction, or cataplaſm; but in mere want 

Of medicine pin d away; before I taught 
What virtues lay conceal'd. in ſimple plants, 
And by what compoſitions: to expel 
The morbid matter from the part diſeas "wb 
J various ways of prophecy diſclos'd.— . 
How-to interpret the ſure truth of dreams; ; 
To diſenvellop oracles obſcure; 
And rightly judge of ſtrange occurrences: 
With nice diſtinction to obſerve the courſe 
Of birds, adverſe or profp'rous,. as they fly, 
Or to the right hand, or the left; what food 
They variouſly delight i in, after kind; 
The conſtant, and inſtinctive enmity 


Of birds of prey; and the ſweet harmony ; lh R 


Between the ſocial and domeſtic kind : 
Jo ſearch the entrails of the victim beaſt ; 
And what bright colour pleaſeth beſt the gods,. 
What gall, or liver, of a various caſt: 
And how to burn the ribs, enclos'd with fat, 
And the broad haunches, grateful facrifice !— 
I taught them to obſerve the trailing ſmoke, * 
And ſpiry flame, ſigns, heretofore obſcure : 
Al theſe have I reduc'd to certain art, 

Not by the vulgar eaſily attain'd,— 
So much for theſe ; yet more, I counſelld them, 
To ranſack the deep bowels of the earth, 

And thence extract braſs, iron, ſilver, gold. 
No one, who would not willingly expoſe 

His folly, dares to rival me herein. 

In ſhort, all the known arts of man are mine. 
Cho. Be not ſo anxious for the good of man, 
Neglectful of yourſelf : but ſoon, I hope, 
Freed from theſe bonds, you'll riſe another Jove. 

Prom. *Tis not in fate, yet to accomplith this; 

Till, with a fad variety, of pain, 

Bow'd down, and wearied, I ſhake off theſe chains: 
Far ſtronger i 1s neceſlity than art. 
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18 PROMETHEUS IN CHAINS. 
Cbo. Whenee hath neceſſity her ſtrength : and rule? 
Prom. From the three ſiſter-fates, in 19 055 r e ? 

With the revengeful furies.— 

Cho. And is Jove | 47 ö 

Obnoxious to this po-r? een ee 

Prom. —Ev'n Jove bimſel F 

Can never ſuperſede the pow r of fate. e 02 

Cbo. And what his fate but thus to rule for WY ; 
Prom. Time will reveal; what now you: muſt excuſe. - 
Cho. What is the conſequence, you ſtrive to hide ? 
Prom. Turn the diſcourſe: the times will not pas | 

To dwell thereon': what is, muſt be, conceal'd: 

On this depends my freedom from theſs chains. | 


STROPHE . 


Cho. O may never prove rebellious, 
To. render the Supreme ER bb 

Mine enemy! ES 
May I attend the feſtivals, | 
That oft our father Ocean keeps, 

In honour of the gods throughout 
The everlaſting manſions of the deep. 
Let me not ev n in words offend; 
And never drop 

This pious reſolution. 


AN T. IS T RO FHHE 3 
as pleaſant i is it, and delightful, 
In ſoothing hope, and pure 
Complacency, * 
To lengthen out the ſweets of life... 
But horrid, on the other hind, 
Thee, O Prometheus, to behold bY 
Tortur'd with infinite diſtreſs, becauſe, 
Without due reverence to J 
You pay to man | 
Immoderate devotion. „„ | e dns 


— 
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STROPHE i. e 


. | Fr rom man, ungrateful man, 
Th Say, what aſſiſtance, what return, 4 5 

* HFave you receiv'd, or can expect? 
; | From man, whos life is a mere dreain, ee, _— 
Weak, and defenceleſs, blind and van? - 9 


— 


' Nought of their Comets + can SPA; , „ = 
1 ordinance of Jove: 1 A r 
ANT IST RO Pp H E u. Gow 74 EL 
This leſſon I am taught, e e i i 
From your diſtreſs; now forc'd to aug 114 COR = 
5 ESE SS | N 
A diff'rent note, from that 1 ſung, e i e Ml 
Around your bath, around your bed; _—_ 
When with the rhetoric of gifts, —_— 
You, on our fair Heſions, pom =_ 
To} Join the nuptial „„ 02205 115 =—_ 
- f END or THE- THIRD ACT. = 
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| 8 H AT land! or, what ata 
COL Whom ſee I wint' ring on this rock 
In torturing pains ? Say, for what crime 
Is this deſtructive puniſhment ?— 2— 
And tell me, where | ky 1375 b 
In woeful plight I've wander d: 3 
Alas! Alas! 8 85 2 | 
Again the ſpectre of the earth born A vo apc TS 
Stings me to modern: O, defend me, Earth,— | 
D 1 n5mble 
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20 PROMETHEUS IN CHAINS, 


I tremble at the ſight of that ſly guard, 

Who with his hundred eyes purfues my. ſteps : 3 
Whom, tho? interr'd, the earth can not confine; 
But riſing from the ſhades he haunts me fill, 7 
And makes me wanger without A ON 6 
Along the ſandy; ſhore, —But hark | 

The vocal waxen-pipe (of Mercury) 

Sounds in my ears a ſoporiferous mode. 

Ah! whither have my ogg - hurried. me — 
Why, O thou ſon of Saturn, 
Haſt thou involv'd thy poor delinquent, | 

In this diſgraceful miſery ? 

Why am I harraſs d with theſe: frantic errors: "a 
Burn me with fire, hide me in the earth, 

Or fix me here a prey to ſame. ſea-monſter : . 

Envy me not fo fn al a booniw=— 

Long, long enough, in mazy wand'rings. 

Have I been exercis'd, not oui where, . 
To ſet my foot . 
In hopes of reſt and comfort 154 2 
Cho. Hear you yon horned damſel' pleintive © cries ? 


} 


Prom. How ſhould I not? ſo loud her Srantic moan ? 


*Tis ſhe; daughter of Inachus, who late 
With amorous paſſion warm'd the breaſt of Jove: 
She, who by Juno's fierce reſentment driv'n, 
Travels vaſt tracts of land in reſtleſs pain. 
EL / Whence-do hear my-farher's name? 
Who art thou, that, in wretchedneſs ſelf, 
So plainly haſt pointed out my wretched ſtate — 
True; —1 e eee g n 
With a diſtemper de phantaſie, 
Whoſe furious ſtings, 
Drives me from field 
Pining with hunger: ſo chrng d the mh vie 127 
Of ſome oppreſſive powr:=-Alazl--alas!! 
Can there be any wretchedneſt lie mine? — 


But tell me clearly; if CRY Ts ues 
5 What E wall funken move; 
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'P ROMETHEUS IN CHAIN 8. ny 
If 1 muſt ſuffer more and what to do: Wann 


"7 , remedy for this UHſeaſe, - . * 
I Or what redreſs, I may expect; EY oi 
Ilmpart to me CV 
: A poor unhappy woman. . 
/ Prom. I will, whatever you W know: ns 


And not in terms perplex d, but plain and clear, 
As well becomes a friend to treat a friend, —= 
Know then Prometheus; who gave fire to mah, — 
Jo. The univerſal blelling ſtands confeſs'd, 4 
And for this crime, Prometheus, if a crime; 
Doſt thou now ſuffer this dire puniſhment? © 
Prom. Permit me to forget my own diſtreſs. 
Je. Will you refuſe to grant fo ſmall a boon? 
Prom. Aſk, what you will; if proper, L obey. 
Jo. What pow'r enchain'd you to this horrid rock? 
Prom. The will of Jove, and Vulcan's mighty hand. 
J. What provocation? what the heinous crime? 
Prom. No more of this; let what is faid,; ſuffice, 
Je. Oblige me then in this: lay when, or where, 
My wretched wand*rings ſhall Enjoy . 
Prom. I were better to be ign rant, than to Know. 
Jo. Inform me what; if muſt ſuffer more. 7 
Prom. Think not 1 would refuſe ev'n this re 
D. Why then reluctant; to declare the e 
Fo Pro. Leſt my good-will mould more diſtract your mind, 
VD. Let not your kind concern debar my with. ; 
Prom. *Tis your command and 1 obey.— Then 
hear — 
Cho. Not yet; we pray Hill we art firlt obig d.— | = | 
Fain would we learn Het {Von from herſelf; : © 32g 
And fatal cauſe of this bath difeaſe —= © 
What more ſhe has to fear, tis yours to "EY | 
Prom. This their requeſt muſt be complied with, 10. 
They claim it, as relations: know you not, 
| 7 are your father's ſiſters : and, to dwell 
WE On a diſtreſsful tale, that will draw tears | 
From — eyes, * ſome relief, 21 
— J0. 1 
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To. I know not to deny, or you, or them. — In 1.97 
Hear then my ſtory in deſcriptive” words; F 
Tho! painful to me to relate the cauſe . vs bi | 
Of this ſevere affliction (from above) _._ | 
And loſs of beauty in this horrid form —— 
Some pow'r into my virgin-chamber ſtole, 
In night _ viſions, and with flattering words, - * 15 
(Bane of our ſex) perplex d and ſooth'd . 
Hail] thou thrice happy maid ! ca no e 


44 This ſolitary ſtate: fly, to embrace 


« An offer of the higheſt dignity; _ 

« Lo! Jove himſelf, enraptur'd with-your cos. 

'« Impatient waits you, in the pleaſant meads . 

« Of Lerna (where now feed your father's. flocks). 

by Conſider, child; reluctaut as you are, 

How vain it is to wince, and ſpurn the bed 

oh Of him, who. rules the {ki kies; ; haste then, fair uo 

„ To ſatisfy the lon ing eyes r 
Thus was I OP nightly, and, Aud 


With conſtant viſions; till, in duty bold, 
| yy e T-inform'd 0? this 1 58 ty 


＋* 


Pytho, and Dodona, the g vp 
8088 equent embaſſies, to learn, wherewich 
In deed, or word, he might oblige the gods. 


But vain this caution, they return d with anſwers, | 


Obſcure, evaſive, ænigmatical. 

At length he this plain oracle receiv d. 

ace with an abſolute command. 5 . OY 
ther, to baniſh 1 me his 3 and land, 
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+: a horned monſter, as you ſee, I rov'd, . 
79 Bounding, with frantic gallop, from the —_— 
Of ſtinging pain, to the clear Cenchrian Mean, XY | 
The boundary of Lerna, once my home; Et 
_ Hither the cruel earth-born Argus came, £15 
#1 And with his hundred eyes till watch'd my 11 8 
When lo! a ſudden unexpected ſtroke | 
Slew this my guardian: yet I wander ftill 
With the ſame frenzy ſcourg'd, from land to land.— | 
The real facts you've heard; now ſay what more 
_ Muſt I expect to ſuffer ; nor, in pit 
Sooth my misfortunes with fiftitious words : 
For what more baſe, what more to be abhorr'd, 
Than is the poiſon of a formal ſpeech, | 
Patch'd up with flatt'ring inſincerity) 
Cho. Yet, ſtay, deſiſt, Prometheus. 
Never, O, never would 1 wiſh, a tale 
So ſtrange mould reach my ſtartled ears : 
Never deſire, that ſuch: A dreadful my 
Of horror mix'd with ruin, 1 
Grievous to ſee, more grievous to be borne, 
Thus with its double edge, 
Should harrow vp! Toy ul. PET 15A 
©, Fate, Fate! Far Org 1th 
I tremble to behold the dire ares 
Of this unhappy Io.” 
Prom. Do you already tremble? are your ride 
With horror fill'd, yet, ſtay, attend the ſequel._— 
Cho. Say on. The wretched oft are glad to hear 
The winding up of their cataſtrophe, —— 
Prom. I have oblig'd you in- your firſt mo) EK 
And Io's ſtory from herſelf you've heard | b 
Attend to what this young unhappy maid - i | 
Has yet to fear from Juno's jealous wrath. | 
Daughter of Inachus, with patient ear, ; 
And mind attentive treaſure up my words; 
"I 188 may learn the period of your mrs, 
; Hence 


— — 
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Hence eaſtward, to the riſing of the 8 mad aN 
Paſs through the wide uncultivated waſte, 1008 
*Till you arrive among the Scythian boors, 5 300 18 

Who dwell in airy huts, woven with twigs ;. 
And mounted high on carriages; enp ert 


Are they with ſpears, and the far: flying dart: 
Approach them not; but, paſſin 2 9 the land, 
Incline your way towards the rocky coaſt; 
Where, on the left, in moſt e. . 
Now dwell the iron-working „ 1 
But ſhun the fierce inhoſpitable race. 49; 2 
A rapid ſtream, from hence Araxis calld, - 
You'll ſee, and cannot paſs; till you arrirtrte 
At the cloud-piercing brow of Cagncalns 7 nt 
Where in a narrower flow it guggles down. 4 Teck. 
And hence deſcending tow'rds the Souths you'l find 
The Amazonian tribe, a warlike crew, EY ST 
Men-haters; (in the Themiſyrian plains _ 
About Thermodon, they were wont to dwell : 

Where too the Salmydyſian promontory 
Stretches her craggy neck into the ſea; 
(Stepdame of mariners, and bane of ſhips); 
| Theſe ſhall conduct you with officious care. 
At length you'll come to the Cimmerian iſthmus. 


On the Mceotic lake, where you muſt ford 


The ſtreights undaunted; and which, ge, | 
From this attempt, ſhall call the Dapperus. 
Thus having leſt the European coaſt. 
Yau'll reach the Aſiatic continent, — _ 
And ſeems not Joe the tyrant of the CY 

In all his actions, alike violent?! 
Who, to enjoy a mortal, tho' a 

Hath Na her thus to 3 in " diſtreſs 3 
A moſt ungrateful wooer haſt thou found, 

My child; for, what I've ſaid, can ſcarce be call. 
A proem to the ſequel of thy woes — 
. Ab) worded wel Ales! ala lems || = 


Prom. 


Will ſoon appear, when Ive diſplay'd the reſt._— 

Cho. And has the wretched Io more to ſuffer ? 

Prom. Yes; a tempeſtuous ſea of ſwelling woes. 
To. Why ſhould I live? ah! why do.I delay 

To daſh 1 burden from the ſteepy rock, 

And end all my calamities in death? f 

T were better once to die, than to taſte death 

In ſuch a ſad variety of pain. 


Prom. How then would you de the v wei ight 1 feel, \ 


Who cannot die; if death, as you ſuppoſe, 
- Be the laſt evil mortals have to fear? 


There is no end of my diſtreſs, in view, 


Till Jove himſelf is coited from his thron.— 
Jo. Shall Jove then be dethron'd? Oh happy day !— 
Prom. You would enjoy the ruin? 

EY / And why not, 

Since all theſe dreadful evils come from him: — 

Prom. Upon the certainty of this depend. 


Io. What pow'r ſhall wreſt his tyrant ſceptre Som him? 


Prom. His indiſcretion, and abſurd deſign. 
T0; IF; without detriment, diſcloſe the means. 
Prom. A marriage contract will embroil the god. 
Jo. Above, or here below? if lawful, fay. 
Prom. Tis not; nor of concern to you to know. 
To. And ſhall his mate dethrone him? 
Prom. Neo; the fon, 
Whom ſhe brings forth, ſhall riſe above his ſire. 
To. And is this peril not to be eſcap'd? 
Prom. No ſurely; if before I'm not releas'd. 
To. Who can releaſe you gainſt the will of Ive '& 
Prom. Believe me, one deſcended from yourſelf. 
Jo. How ſay you? Shall a child of mine do this? 
Prom; Confeſs'd the thirteenth generation hence. 
fo. The prophecy to me is ſome what dar. 
Prom. Let it be ſo; your ſuff'rings too the ſame. 
Jo. Drive not the hope you gave me, to deſpair. 
Prom, Well; of two ning, one PI communicate. I 
i 


_ 
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Prom. Well may you ſigh and groan; yet further cauſe 


3 

2 \ 
» > þ 4X 
Fenn 
83 
* 


92 


* 
«5 — 8 8 : 5 
< : 2 . 88 8 


nds — — 
8 > 
—— — — 


£ £ 7 
2 
5 
bo, 
N (1 
, 
1 
. 
i 
| . 
4 
4 
1 
c Is 
» 
1 
+13] 
{ 
" 
1 
. * 
os 
F * 
222 | # 
- 1 
45! 
þ 
» 


* a 
i 
9 . 
f * 
. 
yy * 
— * * 2 
w — — . ˙ V ne tre OR TEE Gn; Oy, Era 
— r — — — 4 * 0 — — —— 
< : 
= — 2 * 92 — —— 
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. Name them, Prometheus; and give me the _—_ 5 
Prom. I will; chuſe, whether I ſhall » #4 qr ag® KL 
Your future ſuffrings, or my own releaſe. Hat * 
Cho. Let Io in the former be oblig dj ah 1 9 
And us, your friends, in this: ſuch our "deſire, { 5 
That ſhe may learn, where her ſad journey ends; aner 
And we, the happy means of your releaſe, © 
Prom. It ſhall be ſo; I will oblige you both: 
And, Io, while your wand'rings I relate; e e 
Write thein in the ſure tables of your heart. 
When you have paſs d the waters that divide £5 en 
The continents ;. and, tending to the Eaſt, - {OP 

The pathway of the ſun, have likewiſe paſsd 
The noiſy waves of Pontus, you will come 
To the Gorgonian plains of Ciſthing: 
Where dwell the warlike Graiæ, Viters Ping: 
Daughters of Phorcus, maidens, with one eye, 
In common, and one tooth; who ne'er beheld 
The rays of Phoebus, or the nightly moon: 
Near them, three other ſiſters, Gorgons calbd - 
Their ſhoulders wing ' d; their treſſes curling Fakes, 
Moſt hateful hags, whom to behold 1 is death. 
This neceſſary caution, pray, obſerve.— e 
Other ſtrange ſights, moſt dreadful to behold, 
Are the fierce oriffins, the dumb dogs of Jove, 
Bill'd like an eagle; and the one- ey d troop, 
Of Ariſmaſpian horſe, a cruel race; 
Who dwell near Pluto's ſtream, that flows with ok: 
Approach them not: paſs on; and you will come 
To a black people, dwelling near the ſprings _ 
Of Phoebus, whence the gentle Æthiops flows: 
Along whoſe banks you go, till you arrive | 
At Catabathmos; where the Bybline hills 
Pour forth the ſacred wholeſome ſtreams of Nile: 4 
This brings you to the land, triangular, 
Of Ægypt, where, by the unerring F ates, 
To raiſe, to you, and yours, a colony . 
Of wide and great ä tis decreed. mo d 


) - want er 


PROMETHEUS IN CHAINS, 2 


7 | Whate er in theſe my words, to von ſeems dark, 
Or unintelligible, I will explain. 
More leiſure than I wiſh detains me here. 
Cho. If ought remains of  Io's doleful tale; 
Say on; if not: remember our requeſt 
Prom. The tum of her excurſions ſhe hath heard; 
And now, that ſhe may give to theſe my words = 
The ſtronger credit, ſome of her paſt troubles, 
Before ſhe hither came, I will WW 
In argument, that what I've ſaid is true. 5 
And to avoid prolixity of ſpeech, 
T'll haſten, to your wiſh'd- or place of reſt. 
When firſt you came to the Moloſſian coats, 
And to the fam'd Dodona's lofty grove, 
Where Jupiter Theſprotus hath his ſeat, 
Oracular; and where, ſtrange miracle! 
The vocal oaks point out futurity; 
By theſe you were ſaluted; (in plain terms, 
And not, as uſual, ænigmatical,) 
The future celebrated wife of Jove:” OS, v 
(How happy, if ſuch fawning honours pleaſe ! 
Impell'd by goading frenzy, "hence you rov'd, 
Doubling each journey, the ſea-coaſts along, 
Ev'n to the bay of Rhea, which receſs 
The future ages will Tonian cal; 
To mark the ſure memorial of your path. . 
Hence learn that ſtrength of mind, with which endow 4 
I ſpeak of things to come, not yet divulg' d. | 
To you, my friends, and Io, what remains, 
Shall be directed, as before engag d. 
Near to the Ron of even- channel d Nile, ; 
On the land's utmoſt border ſtands-a city, 
1 call'd; there Jove, with gentle band, 
And amorous dalliance ſhall ſoon reſtore 
Thy beauty, and ſweet ſanity of mind: 
And i in due time you will bring forth a ſon, 
Hence call'd black E paphus, the ſon of Jove, 
Whoſe empire ſhall exten * all the land, 
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4 PROMETHEUS IN CHAINS. 


The Nile o erflows; and in the fifth deſcent, 
Shall riſe a prince, with fifty daughters bleſs d; 
Who to ſhun contract with their fifty en, | 
Shall fly, in vain, to Argos; for, perſued, 
(Like fleeting doves hy the rapacious kites,) 
They muſt ſubmit to the unlawful bond ; 
While the fierce conquerors triumph in the ſpoil. 
But heaven to puniſh this their violence 
Shall lay them low in the Pelaſgian earth, 
By the weak inſtrument of female hands. 
For, every bride, embolden'd by the night 
In daring deeds, ſhall dip the reeking ſword 
In the life-blood' of her own paramount; 
(O may ſuch contracts all my foes attend; = 
Save one, ſuſceptive of connubial love; 
Who from her ſanguine purpoſe ſhall recede; 
And, rather than be cruel, chuſe the name 
Of Of tender rebel to her father s will; 
From hence ſhall Argos own a race of kings, 
Theſe to deſcribe would ſwell my narrative 
Beyond the bounds propos'd. Know this alone; 
That from this branch the mighty hero comes, 
Skilb'd in the bow, and fam'd throughout the world, 
Who ſhall deliver me from theſe vile bonds. 
So ancient Themis, Titan's daughter, ſpake 
With her prophetic voice to me her fon. 
But how, or where, needs no diſcuſſion here, 
Of no advantage, ſave to me alone. N 
ED bo. Alas! alas! | 
Again inflam'd, - and planet-ſtruck, 
I with diftemper'd fancy rove; 
The pointed ſting now aneh deep: 
Trembles my heart with palſied fear, 
My eye-balls roll, as they would quit 
Their ſockets; with impetuous rage 
I'm hurried from the courſe; my tongue 
| Knows no articulate ſound, ; but) Joins | 


With 


; ; 


| PROMETHRUS IN; MAINS. 29 


With horrid tone 
The bellowing waves of trouble. - 


s TROPH E. 


Cho. How wiſe was he, how, "I wiſe, 

Who fram'd, and then Muy. 

This precept, 

That, only like with like 1 
Could make the marriage · contract happy ß 
And that twere ſafer for mechanies. + of 
| Knowing their ſphere, not to affect 

Or fortune or high birth! 


ANTISTROPHE. 


Never, O never, may the fates, a Biel 
By their decree, behold 5055 
Me wretched, ems ment Hola 
In the embrace of 5 8 5 Ares 401 
Or any of the tribe celeſtial. 
Yet praiſe I not the eres 
Virgin; when I thus Io fee. _ 411 
Harraſsd 5 o 


E PO D E. 


1 ſhould not fear, if I were once 7708 
Secure in equal marriage. 1 
But let no god with amorous ey. 
Inevitable, look this way. 
For how unequal combat this l. 
Inextricable labyrinth !. * 
I know not how I ſhould behave, | 
Or how eſcape the ſtorm © 
So PW Is mo will of Jove. 5 


END or THE FOURTH ACT. 
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28 PROMETHEUS IN cHams. 


The Nile o'erflows; and in the fifth deſcent, 
Shall riſe a prince, with fifty daughters bleſs d; | 
Who to ſhun contract with their fifty when, 
Shall fly, in vain, to Argos; for, perſued, 
(Like fleeting doves by the rapacious kites,) 
They muſt ſubmit to the unlawful bond ; 
While the fierce conquerors triumph in the Poll. 
But heaven to puniſh this their violence 
Shall lay them low in the Pelaſgian earth, 
By the weak inſtrument of female hands. 
For, every bride, embolden'd by the night 
In daring deeds, ſhall dip the reeking ſword 
In the life-blood of her own paramour;  , 
(O may ſuch contracts all my foes attend 3) 
Save one, ſuſceptive of connubial love; 
Who from her ſanguine purpoſe ſhall recede; 
And, rather than be cruel, chuſe the name 
Of tender rebel to her father's will; 
From hence ſhall Argos own a race of kings. 
Theſe to deſcribe would ſwell my narrative. 
Beyond the bounds propos d. Know this alone 
That from this branch the mighty hero comes, 
SkilFd in the bow, and fam'd throughout the "ry, 
Who ſhall deliver me from theſe vile bonds. 
So ancient Themis, Titan's daughter, ſpake 
With her prophetic voice to me her fon. 
But how, or where, needs no diſcuſſion here, 
Of no advantage, ſave to me alone. 
7 Jo. Alas! alas! 
Again inflam'd, and planet-ſtruck, 
I with diftemper'd fancy rove; _ 
The pointed ſting now eee deep: 
Trembles my heart with palſied fear, 
My eye-balls roll, as they would quit 
Their ſockets; with impetuous rage 
Pm hurried from the courſe; my tongue 
| Knows no articulate ſound, bur} Joins 


With 


* * 
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Or fortune or high birth! 
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With horrid tone 
The bellowing waves of trouble | 


$STROPHE. 


Cho. How wiſe was he, how truly vile, 
Who fram'd, and then 1 85 
This precept. 
That, only like with like 


And that 'twere ſafer for mechanics, 
| Knowing their ſphere, not to RR, 


ANTISTROPHE. 


Never, 0 never, may the fates, aw 5 


By their decree, behöe 
Me wretched, n 


In the embrace of 1 1 | 
Or any of the tribe celeſtial. 
Yet praiſe I not the perevering 


Virgin; when I thus Io ſee . 


HHarraſs d * Juno's wrath. 11 3 pls 


EPO P E. 


1 ſhould not fear, if L were once 4 
Secure in equal marriage. 
But let no god with amorous eye, 
Inevitable, look this way. 


For how unequal combat this l. 


Inextricable labyrinth !. * : 

1 know not how I ſhould behave, | 
Or how eſcape the ſtorm: _ _ 
So PAN Is 18 0 will of Jove. 


END or THR FOURTH ACT: 
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URELY this haughty mſdlenée of #Jove © 
Shall ſoon be humbled ; fach the conſecuetic 
Of his intended marriage; to dethrone, 
And mix him with the Habble deities: 
That ſo his father's curſe may be full d, 12 
Which Saturn, when expell d his ancient throne, Pl 
Indignant laid on his febeli6us ſn; 
None other god can point hir G the 9 COP 
To extricate himſelf from this diſtreſss? 4 51 15 
Ves, both the cauſe, and the event I know ; n 
If prudence gives it not à tiely check. : N 
For, tho with thunder ard, he Hits ſents 2 
And brandiſheth around his fey: 'Bdlts ; 2 34 
They ſhall not help him, Hr 0 to te it lol 
The monarch from a baſe inglorious fall: . 
Ev'n ſuch an adverſary he now W 
Againſt hithſelf, 6f trange ſuperief miglit, 
Who ſhall out-thunder this Steft Jove; and weſt 
With pow'r invincible; from Neptune“ RR 
The three-fang'd ſpear, with which he ſhakes the earth. 
That, from experience, Joe the difſetent fate 
May learn; what tis to rule ings what to ſerve. 
Cho. Speak yett theſe thitigs; Pfömetheus, e wiſh? 
Prom. Not only as 1 WIH it afl be 1 
Cho. Can we expe chad Jöns wil Ger NSmft ? 
Prom. He ſhall; to more than I have yet diſclos'd.. 
Cho. Dare youſuch boll(exprefibnsz without fear? 
Prom. Yes; what have J to fear, who cannot die? 
Cho. Some evil than the preſent more ſevere. 


a Prom, Let him exert his Power. —] * he Wilk— 
Cho. 


25 " 1 ' * Mer | 175 ls © | : - Fg 94 x41 71 8 9 2 
PROMETHEUS IN CHAINS. 31 
Cho. Who fear the wrath of Nemeſis, are wiſe. _. 


This everlaſting monarch: as for me 
I nor regard, nor fear him: let him a& * 
Full many years, with full deſpotic pow'r.. 
Enough for me, his reign will have an end. 

But fee; Jove's nimble meſſenger appears, 
No doubt he from his upſtart maſter brings, 

With ſpeed obſequious, ſome important news. 

Enter, Maxeviay, | 

| Merc. Thee ſophiſt, thee ſuperlatively vain, 5 
Moroſe, and proud, rebellious to the gods. 
Yet courting man with facred gifts, the fire 
You ſtole from heav'n; thee, the great Jove, our king, 


Prom. Be thou then wiſe; fear, worſhip, fawn upon 428 


Commands to ſhew, what marriage *tis you boaſt, 
That ſhall dethrone him from his native ſkies: 
And ſpeak, without equivocation, true, 
And plain, in each particular: for, know, 
No other means can ſoften his high wrath.  _ 
Prom. So weighty, and fo ait thy ſpeech, 
Tt well befits the lacquey of the gods 
| You triumph in your new abodes, and think, 
(But vainly think) your: palaces ſecure. 
Have I not ſeen examples; firſt, the giants, 
And Saturn, next, hurl'd from the ſtarry throne ?* 
| Theſe, and with great diſgrace, ſhall Jove himſelf, 
Soon follow, mighty as he is.——Think{ thou, 
That I can fear theſe modern potentates,. | 
Or Jove himſelf ? Prometheus knows no fear. —- . 
Return then, whence you came; and, fly with ſpeed, 
Back the ſame way; for, what your maſter aſks, 
To know from fe,. you never ſhall obtain. 900 
Merc. Was it not this perverſe; and froward mind, 
That rack'd thee juſtly with theſe horrid Dons... 
Prom. And I enjoy my e I change it, 
For the low fer vile ſtate of. meſſenger... 


PRO METHEUS. IN CHAINS. 


3 VVV Bo wretched, I would rather ſerve this rock, 5 
= I Than be the Quteous errand-boy of Jove— OV > 
Excuſe this treatment; only, in return: DO 
"Tis fit the ſcornful-ſhould tubmit ro ſcorn. 
Merc. You ſeem to glory in theſe horrid bonds. 
Prom. Yes, and will glory; but wiſh all my foes _ 
So gloried; and ev'n thou, among the reſt. 
Merc. Am I the cauſe of this? why blame you me? 
Prom. In truth, the whole aſſembly of the ON 5 
I hate alike, who thus afflicting me, 
Evil for good ungratefully return. 
Merc. Lou rave; and ſeem extravagantly mad; — 
=... 7 5 Prom. I am; if madneſs this, C 
E ON Merc. Not to be borne,, had you been e i 
A 9 Prom. Alas! alas 
Merc. Unknown to Jove i is ſuch diſtreſsful ſound. 
Prom. It may be ſo; in TGT OW old Time : 
Often inſtructs . 
. But time hath not yet 1 
Reſtord to you dus 7 of mind. ES oy, 
Prom. True; or I had not thus demean'd rel, 
To hold diſcourſe with thee, Jove's meſſenger.. 
Merc. Still foreign to our purpoſe all you ay. — — 
Prom, I ought my benefactors to oblige ?!— 
Merc, Mere trifling this; you ſpurn me as a 5. - 
Prom. A boy indeed; or ſomewhat not ſo wie; _ 
If you expect intelligence from m. | x 
No machination, no indignity, 15 
Tour maſter can invent to torture me, 
Shall &er compel me to reveal my thoughts; 
While fetter'd with theſe ignominious Bonds. 
Let him dart forth his lightnings wing d with fire: 
With ſtorms of hail, and peals of vollied thunder, 
Shake and confound the whole terreſtrial globe ; 
He never ſhall prevail on me to ſay, . 
By whom, or what, endanger'd is his throne.— "0 
| _ Conlictr yell, what puns ſeems in this. Lg 


| PROMETHEUS IN CHAINS, TREE Ra } _- 


Prom. Long ſince 1 have conſider d and reſolyd. = 
Merc. Vain, and unthinking ! let theſe preſent ills le 
Have their effect, and teach you to be wiſe. Ed 7 
Prom. No more; deaf as the waves to all perſuaſion,, 1 8 
Your words but trouble me; ne'er think that Jove 
Can ſtrike ſuch terror as to make me cringe, 
And ſue for pardon, with uplifted hands, 
And pity-pleading tears: far, far from me, 
Be ſuch a weakneſs, and effeminate ſoul. 
Merc. I now perceive, Prometheus, that my words: 

Have no- avail, nor can my friendly pray'rs, 5 
Or counſel, ſoften your obdurate heart: | FAY ONE | * "0 
But like a reſtive colt, you- champ-the _ | WW 

With teeth indignant, nor will hear the rein; Is 
Proud of vain ſtrength againſt ſuperior force 12 * 
For, know, an obſtmate and ſtubborn will, 8 
Dependant on itſelf, is weak and vain” — 1 _ 
Beſides, :orifider;' if rebellious ſtill. | 1 
My wholeſome counſel you reject with —_—_ Er 3 
What tempeſts will enſue from wrathful Jove.. 15 | „ 
A dreadful inundation of all ills _ 550 1 
Will overwhelm thee.— Jove this craggy cliff 5 .. 
Will tear aſunder with his flaming bolts, „ 
bs And hide thee, wretch, within its ſtony boſom 3; > 
And this for many ages; but again Re - "A 
| You ſhall reviſit earth, and riſe to pains ". 
As yet unknown : when his blood-thirſty bird, ä 
With canine appetite ſhall feed uon , 3 
Some fragment of your body; and each day, 23 
Uncall'd, ſhall on your liver (tho' conſum' d, 
Still growing) make a moſt luxurious feaſt. 
: Nor can you hope redreſs until ſome god 55 
| Shall take upon himſelf theſe horrid Pains : x 
And, as a voluntary viſitant, _ 
Deſcend the dark abyſs of Tartarus, „ 
Where death and horror reign. Conſider too, „ | — 
Theſe are, not idle boaſts, or empty threats: 
* of ſolid truth: the mouth divine 


«2 


PRETTY: GRAIN. ; 
ER. © Knows no preyarication z every wre 
= | IS, to a tittle, ſure to be fulfill d- 
MMWMeigh well theſe things; nor think proud fromnrdnels 1 


1 | More gainful than a prudent humble mind. 
= C bo. Wile admonition Mercury ſeems to give: : 
3 . While thus he counſels you to throw aſide 
This ſtubbern temper; and with dutegus care 
TAS : * Reſume your wonted wiſdom —Pray, be ruPd.— 
. wiſe man to fall, and perſevere i} 
In error, cancels all his former good.” 
* Prom. Whate er his 6; or his threats; 
; . . I knew before. Nor is it ſtrange, 
1 | A foe ſhould ſuffer from a fog. 
EN But let his Joye in angry mood, 
Fo _. - Flaſh, all around my Red head, 
OR is blazing treſſes of blue fire; 
And ſhake the regions of the ſkies 5 
With horrid whirlwinds and loud burſts. 
| Of bellowing thunder; let the ſtorm 
| TR Tear from. its roots the trembling earth 3. "ts 
EO And all in wild confuſion mix | 
The waters of the boiſterous ſeas, | 
_ Ev'n with the ſtarry orbs of heav n: 
Or let him hurl this body down 
To the infernal ſhades below . 
Bound in indiſſoluble chains 5 8 
With all his pow'r, | = | 
Ns e cannot me extirpate. | 8 
8. | Merc. Still, ſtill Ehear but raving words, 5 
55 That ſpring from a diſtemper'd —_ -*.:...-: 
Tis madnefs all; which were it free, 
7 85 pro'Þ 798, would _ _ ror — * 
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WY. 80 8 referring to V. N But . the Scholl Dos 
to take theſe words in the following ſenſe ; 


; ; 5 5 . 1 *Tis madneſs all; and ould he ſtill | 
E OR Dots $ Think W happy'; Aill how: mad! 5 1 
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. But you, his ſympathizing 3 
b I now exhort ta leave chi place 


N Your mT W 0 to. atoms. 
| Obedience; he _ now diſplay 


4 A more perſuaſive eloquence. e 
The doctrine here advanc' d, contains 


. A precept we can wer oy 
Qian it be right, as you preſume, 


T0 leave our Riend in his diſtreſs ? 


| 7 No; rather let us here partake 


5 His ſuff' rings: we Lane, learn'd of old 


IJꝙ0ob hate betrayers of their friend ; 
Nor any crime 
Dteteſt we, more done 


Merc. Be it enough; you are forewarn'd : 


Remember this; leſt, when involv'd 
In dire calamity, you blame 
Or fortune, or the pow'rs above; 
And fay that Jove ſurpriz d you with 
Oppreſſion's cruel load : _ 
For, not to him, but to yourſelves _ 
You wilfully ſhall,owe the blame; 
When not by chande, of ptivily, 
Into the inextricable net 
Of miſery _. 
1 You fall through indiſcretion. 


[Exeunt Mentors a and Chorus, i 


5 . In fact, 400 not in words alone, 
The earth now ſhakes ; the thunder rolls, 
And Echo the dread ſound returns; 
The fiery meteors flaſh around ; 

The whirlwind ſcatters clouds of duſt; 
From the four hinges of the world, 
The warrin winds, with mutual rage, 
The hare þ uproar join; | 
While the big 88 28 of my main, 
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ets. In wild confufi 
| Such is the ſtorm; chat Joe 

; To ſtrike freſh terror in my dul. KP. cat 
O Themis, venerable 

{ ” From whom I ſprung! 
Diffuſing common light to 

Behold, behold, 3 06 eben 76H £. 
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